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Ihe  IASAC  newsletter  'The  Silver  Bugle'  is  published  six  times/year  in  February,  April, 
June,  August,  October  and  December.  News  items,  articles  and  photographs  pertaining 
to  art  bars  and  rounds  are  welcome.  However,  unsolicited  material  cannot  be  acknowl¬ 
edged  nor  returned  unless  accompanied  by  a  postpaid,  self-addressed  envelope.  Opinions 
expressed  in  articles  published  in  ‘The  Silver  Bugle'  are  those  of  the  author(s)  and  do  not 
necessarily  represent  the  views  of  the  LASAC. 

'The  Silver  Bugle'  accepts  advertisements  for  silver  bar  and  round  hobby-related  items. 

Ihe  1AS/\C  and  advertisers  are  not  responsible  for  typographical  errors  that  may  appear 
in  prices  or  descriptions  in  advertisements. 

THE  ADVERTISING  DEADLINE  IS  THE  10th  OF  I  HE  MONTH  PRECEDING  PUB¬ 
LICATION.  ADVERTISEMENTS  RECEIVED  AFTER  THE  POSTED  DEADLINE  WILL 
BE  HELD  UNTIL  THE  NEX  T  PUBLICATION 


ADVERTISING  RATES  for  camera  ready  Display  ads  Sc 


Classified  word  ads  are: 

Full  Pages  -  $25  (Non-profit  dub  rate-$I5,  Non-Member  $37.50) 
Half  Page  -  $15  (Non-member  $22.50) 

Quarter  Page  -  $10  (Non-member  $15) 

Classified  Ad  -  25  Cents/word 


Members  receive  one  FREE  25-word  classified  ad  with  new  membership  and 
ON  TIME  renewal,  redeemable  at  any  time  during  the  year. 


Send  all  advertisements,  with  payment,  to  the  Editor  at: 
P.O.  Box  28415  Seattle,  WA  98118-8415 


V. 


The  Next  Advertising  Deadline  is: 


May  10.  2014 
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GREETINGS!  President’s 

Page 

The  big  news  with  this  issue  of  the  Bugle  is  t 
unveiling  of  the  2014  round.  Drum  roll,  pie 
The  winning  design  submitted  by  new  club  i 
Donna  Leiber  of  California  is  pictured  here, 
thing  I  didn’t  spot  which  she  pointed  out,  is 
flag  perched  on  the  moon’s  surface  is  in  the 
the  state  of  Minnesota.  Clever! 

For  her  effort,  Donna  will  receive  the  first 
strike  of  the  round,  serial-numbered  000. 

On  behalf  of  the  officers  and  trustees  1 
would  like  to  thank  the  following  members 
for  their  fine  entries  in  this  year's  design 
contest:  Chris  Geiner,  Paul  Irvin,  Sandi  & 

Dave  Belcher  and  Nancy  Yee.  Sadly,  we 
can  only  reward  one  entry  with  the  prize. 

Please  send  in  your  orders  right  away. 

This  year  we  are  doing  things  a  bit 
differently,  and  we  will  only  mint  as  many  orders  as  we  receive  by  July  1. 
Club  members  may  request  their  club  number  and  order  extras,  but 
the  number  will  be  limited  to  orders  received  so  we  won’t  have  excess 
inventory  on  hand.  About  ten  extra  of  the  plain  and  enameled  silver 
will  be  produced  to  take  to  the  convention  for  sales  there.  W e  are 
hoping  that  dealers  will  bring  loads  of  bars  and  rounds  to  this  show, 
and  we  are  sending  extra  copies  of  this  Bugle  to  M.O.O.N.  members  to 
bring  them  up-to-speed  with  our  hobby. 

Excess  silver  currently  for  sale  in  our  club  store  -rounds  from  Dalton  and 
bars  from  Portland  -  will  be  melted  in  another  year.  If  you  didn’t  order, 
now  is  the  time  to  do  so.  It  was  the  decision  of  the  board  and 
membership  at  our  meeting  in  Portland  last  fall  to  melt  down  unwanted 
items,  and  there  is  past  precedent  for  doing  so. 

Unfortunately,  I’m  going  to  miss  the  meeting  in  October.  I  think  this 
and  the  one  in  Pittsburgh  are  the  only  two  1  will  have  missed  since 
joining  the  club.  The  opportunity  for  us  to  get  away  to  Paris  came  up 
recently,  and  the  timing  just  doesn’t  work  for  me  to  make  a  quick  turn¬ 
around  and  tly  back  to  Minneapolis. 

V - - - " 
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President’s 
Page  cont. 

I’m  sure  Doug  will  do  a  great  job  conducting  the  meeting,  and  Joe  is  in 
charge  of  arranging  refreshments  and  taking  notes,  so  you'll  he  in  good 
hands. 

The  2014  IASAC  meeting  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the 
Minnesota  Organization  of  Numismatists  annual  meeting  at  the  Earle 
Brown  Heritage  Center  in  Brooklyn  Center,  just  north  of  downtown 
Minneapolis.  Dates  are  Friday-Sunday,  October  10-12.  Dealer  set-up  is 
Friday  morning,  and  the  show  opens  at  noon  on  Friday. 

The  host  hotel  is  Embassy  Suites,  6300  Earle  Brown  Drive,  Brooklyn 
Center  MN.  Phone:  763-560-2700.  We  were  quoted  a  room  rate  of 
$169,  but  this  is  subject  to  change  and  availability.  Other  chain  hotels  in 
Brooklyn  Center  include  Best  Western  Plus,  Country  Inn  &  Suites, 
Quality  Inn,  Super  8  Motel,  Motel  6  and  Days  Inn. 

Attractions  in  the  near  vicinity  include  the  Mall  of  America  and  the  Red 
Wing  Pottery  museum  and  shoe  factory.  There  should  be  plenty  to  keep 
you  busy,  in  addition  to  the  coin  show! 

We  have  a  Trustee  spot  to  fill.  Phyllis  Clanin  has  decided  to  retire,  and 
we  need  another  good  person  on  our  steering  committee.  If  you’re 
interested,  contact  either  Joe  Markulics  or  myself.  We’ll  put  together  a 
list  of  resumes  in  the  next  issue  of  the  Bugle. 

I’ll  sign  off  here  and  get  to  work  on  answering  some  of  Doug  Jennings 
questions  from  the  last  issue  and  this  one,  regarding  club  bars  and 
rounds.  1  am  also  working  with  a  severely  incapacitated  computer,  so 
hope  to  be  able  to  finish  this  Bugle  without  a  meltdown. 

Happy  spring  everyone  &  I  hope  the  winter  snows  have  thawed  by  now! 


fi/d/xiy  fee 
iasacnancy@comcast.net 


V _ 
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BRAIN  TEASERS  > 

Winners  will  be  selected  from  correct  answers 
received  on  or  before  May  5,  2014 

Mail  to:  P.O.  Box  28415  Seattle  WA  981 18-8415 

Name: _ 

Yes,  we  goofed  up  and  got  the  wrong  deadline  on  the  last  puzzle.  It  should  have  read 
March  5,  not  February  5!  Everyone  seemed  to  notice  the  mistake,  and  as  Duane 
Spellman  used  to  say,  at  least  people  are  reading  the  newsletter!!  Thanks  to  everyone 
who  sent  in  an  answer.  Our  winners  include:  Carlton  Dodge,  Carrie  Best  and  Len 
Kruithof.  They  all  spotted  one  answer  which  was  missed  on  the  tally  sheet:  Giant 
Panda.  Other  players  include:  Gary  Fouquet,  Larry  Pung,  Mark  A.  Abitz,  Leslie  Bellew, 
lerrv  G.  Hall  and  Bill  Doty. _ 

This  next  puzzle  was  submitted  by  Donna  Leiber  and  the  theme  is  folklore  from 
the  Hamilton  Mint  series  of  the  same  subject. 

Please  find:  Big  Foot  Wallace,  Buffalo  Bill,  Johnny  Appleseed,  Rip  Van 
Winkle,  Sweet  Betsy  from  Pike,  Brer  Rabbit,  Billy  the  Kid,  Casey  Jones,  Roy 
Bean,  Davy  Crockett,  Sam  Bass,  Wyatt  Earp,  Butch  Cassidy,  Doc  Holliday, 
Headless  Horseman,  Jesse  James,  Joe  Magarac,  John  Brown,  John  Henry,  Paul 
Bunyan,  Pecos  Bill,  Mike  Fink,  Uncle  Davy  Lane,  Wild  Bill  Hickock. 
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Treasury  Update 


Previous  Balance 

$  3,858.12 

Income 

Membership 

$  1,275.00 

Renewals  Donations 

$  30.00  $ 

Advertisement 

160.00 

$  1,465.00 

Expenses 

Postage 

$  12.64 

Annual  Silver  Purchase  (100  oz) 

$  2091.00 

2014  Annual  Medal  Die  Charge  Publishing 

$  600.00 

The  Silver  Bugle  -  February  2014  (Vol. 

$  730.89 

30.1) 

$  3,434.53 

New  Balance 

$1,888.59 

We  are  very  grateful  to  the  following  members  for  their 
generous  donations:  Ralph  Steffen,  Len  Kruithof, 

J.  A.  Olival,  Erhard  Koch,  Donald  Eubanks 


Sincere  Apology... 

I  wish  to  apologize  for  the  period  of  delay  members  may 
have  experienced  between  dues  payment.  Much  of  that 
response  was  in  fact  an  attempt  on  my  part  to 
accumulate  renewals  prior  to  making  a  deposit. 

Main  inquires  /  Membership  Applications  to  the  following 
address... 


IASAC  Secretary- 
Treasurer  PO  Box  75 
Tatamy,  PA  18085-0075 

158  copies  of  this  Newsletter  have  been  delivered  to  members 
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V.P.  Corner 

By  Doug  Jennings 

Since  I  wrote  my  column  for  the  last  issue  in  February  2014,  Michigan  has 
been  re-introduced  to  the  “Polar  Vortex”  and  I’m  well  into  my  4th  full  cord  of  wood 
for  heating  our  house.  I  haven’t  had  a  5  cord  winter  in  quite  awhile.  This  could  be  it! 

Hopefully,  I  left  you  hungering  for  more  about  the  bars/rounds  that  IASAC 
has  issued  throughout  the  years.  I  received  no  feedback  from  my  last  column  about  any 
other  varieties  showing  up  in  someone’s  collection.  In  fact,  rarely  do  I  receive  any 
comments  at  all.  Why?  You  are  reading  these  columns,  I  hope! 

So  far,  I’ve  covered  IASAC  #1  and  #2.  We’ll  see  how  far  I  get  this  time  starting 
with  #3.  For  some  reason  unbeknownst  to  this  writer,  there  were  2  issues  for  1986.  The 
Cincinnati  Zoo’s  Bengal  Tiger  (September  12-14,  1986)  and  the  1986  Statue  of  Liberty’s 
100th  Anniversary  (May  31,  1986).  Conjecture  on  my  part  suggests  that  the  Statue  of 
Liberty  should  have  been  released  before  the  Bengal  tiger  round.  However,  somehow  it 
was  decided  to  release  shapes  alternating  between  bar  and  round  ever}’  other  issue. 

The  Statue  of  Liberty  had  a  mintage  of  88  serial  numbered  “plain”  bars  and  54 
“cancelled”  bars.  There  were  bronze  bars  made  also.  (Again,  if  anyone  has  one  of  these 
bronze  bars  for  sale,  let  me  know.) 

Next  mystery-why  no  issue  release  in  1987?  Check  your  records  and  you'll  see 
that  the  year  1987  was  skipped  over.  The  next  issue  in  the  IASAC  line  was  in  1988  with 
the  “Hidy  &  Howdy”  mascots  appearing  on  a  round  to  coincide  with  the  1988  Calgary 
Winter  Olympics.  There  were  only  85  rounds  produced  with  originally  no  varieties. 
However,  some  members  did  request  enameling.  Once  again,  it  becomes  hazy  on  how 
many  were  made  and  were  there  serial  numbers  issued  for  them?  My  enameled  IASAC 
4  round  is  #037.  Was  this  a  member’s  number  or  the  number  of  pieces  that  were 
chosen  to  be  enameled,  or  just  a  round  picked  at  random?  That’s  something  I  can’t  tell 
you.  (That’s  the  mystery  of  the  early  rounds/bars  and  their  mintages.)  Again,  operators 
will  be  standing  by  to  take  your  calls  with  additional  information  on  what  enamels 
exist  and  what  are  their  numbers. 

Moving  on  to  IASAC-  5  which  is  a  bar,  it  celebrates  the  20th  anniversary  of 
the  Apollo  moon  landing.  Why  this  was  the  topic,  this  writer  has  no  clue.  In  1987  and 
1988  there  had  been  no  IASAC  conventions.  In  1989,  the  convention  was  held  October 
19-22  in  Denver,  CO  in  conjunction  with  the  Denver  Coin  Extravaganza.  The  mintage 
of  this  bar  was  85  serial-numbered  bars.  I  don’t  know  if  having  a  bar  enameled  was  an 
option  to  members  or  not.  Both  of  my  bars  are  plain  and  I  know  of  no  varieties  or 
bronzes.  Again,  if  you  know  something  I  don’t  know,  contact  me  ASAP.  There  is  one 
small  quirk  as  far  as  numbering  goes.  One  of  the  bars  is  my  membership  #69,  while  the 
other  bar  is  numbered  #144.  If  only  85  were  minted,  why  such  a  high  number  unless 
membership  had  passed  the  140+  membership  number  by  then. 

1990  celebrated  the  100th  anniversary  of  Yosemite  National  Park.  Seeing  as 
the  convention/meeting  of  IASAC  was  held  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  I  don  t  see  the 
connection  (again)  on  the  issue’s  topic  and  where  IASAC  convened.  There  were  45 
serial-numbered  rounds  and  41  non  serial -numbered  rounds.  There  is  another  variety 
In  so  far  as  members  could  request  enameled  rounds.  These  enameled  rounds  were  not 
separately  numbered. 
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In  my  collection  I  have  my  #069,  #018,  and  IASAC-6V  a  non-serial  numbered  round. 

I  DO  NOT  HAVE  AN  ENAMELED  ROUND!  I  NEED  ONE  FOR  MY 
COLLECTION!  MONEY  IS  NO  OBJECT  (EXCEPT  TO  MY  WIFE!) 

IASAC-7  finally  gets  us  back  to  the  format  which  we  have  become 
accustomed  to  of  having  the  bar/round  reflect  where  the  1ASAC  convention  meeting 
was  held.  Las  Vegas  (IASAC-1)  and  Cincinnati  (IASAC-2)  were  the  last  issues  to 
adhere  to  that  rule.  The  Long  Beach  Coin  Show  was  at  one  time  just  a  step  behind  the 
ANA’s  annual  show  in  size,  dealers,  and  attendance.  It  has  fallen  off  somewhat,  but  is 
starting  to  rebound  under  new  management,  I’m  told.  IASAC  met  October  10-13  in 
Long  Beach,  CA.  The  bars  minted  were  89  serial  numbered  and  10  enameled  which 
were  the  first  to  be  separately  serial-numbered.  I  have  2  plain  bars  and  #4  enameled. 

Rev  'em  up!  Here  comes  the  1992  Melio  Yello-500  NASCAR  Winston  Cup 
round!  The  meeting  was  held  in  Charlotte,  NC  during  September.  There  are  a  number 
of  varieties  that  pop-up  in  this  year’s  production.  50  plain  serial-numbered  rounds 
were  produced.  Then  there  were  10  enameled  and  separately  serial-numbered  pieces, 
and  last,  but  not  least  an  unspecified  number  of  bronzes  were  again  made  after  a  6 
year  hiatus  from  IASAC-3.  My  collection  contains  1  serial-numbered  plain,  2  non¬ 
serial  numbered  varieties,  and  2  beautifully  enameled  rounds.  Again,  I  have  no 
bronzes  for  this  year.  (NEED  BRONZE!) 

How  can  we  not  pop  the  top  on  a  can  of  “Old  Milwaukee”  beer?  1993  had 
IASAC  meeting  in  Milwaukee  and  producing  a  bar  with  74  serial-numbered  plains,  10 
enameled  and  separately  serial-numbered,  14  non-serial-numbered  plain,  and  an 
unspecified  number  of  bronzes  produced.  I  have  everything  but  the  bronze.  (NEED 
BRONZE!) 

Chattanooga,  TN  is  some  beautiful  country,  and  the  round  that  was 
produced  for  that  meeting  shows  it!  Production  figures  for  that  round  were  68  serial- 
numbered  plain,  13  enameled  and  separately  serial-numbered,  and  no  mention  of  any 
bronzes  being  made  that  year.  If  there  are  any  out  there,  again  let  me  know! 

Black  jack  is  one  of  my  favorite  games,  and  the  10th  anniversary  bar  of  1995 
has  it  on  the  obverse,  and  the  reverse  is  the  one-armed  bandit  from  IASAC-1  of  1985. 
There  were  95  serial-numbered  plain  bars,  15  enameled  and  separately  serial- 
numbered  bars,  and  100  bronze  bars.  This  is  the  first  year  a  mintage  of  the  bronze  bar 
is  listed.  I  haven't  discovered  any  unlisted  varieties  for  these  last  few  years,  but  again,  if 
you  have  something  not  listed  LET  ME  KNOW! 

I  don’t  know  if  my  next  column  will  be  a  continuation  of  these  past  IASAC 
bars  and  rounds  being  described  or  not  because  I  see  Nancy  has  in  her  “President’s 
Page"  that  a  new  up-dated  version  of  IASAC  bars/ rounds  is  in  the  making.  If  it  is,  I’ll 
be  digging  through  my  collection  for  something  else  to  write  about. 

Until  next  time,  keep  picking  up  the  little  gems  of  art  made  in  silver! 

Deputy  Deag 
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734-279-1728 


www.stores.ebay.com/R-and-L-Silver-Art-Bar-Collectibles 
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MEMBER  OF  I  AS  AC 
SINCE  1985  #046 


eBay  5 -Star  Dealer 

★  ★★★★ 


We  Buy  &  Sell  Silver 

Art  Bars  •  Ingots  •  Bullion  •  Rounds 


R  and  L  Enterprise 

Midwest  Precious  Metals 

Phone  260-820-1261  •  Fax  260-565-3134 
Email  randl@adamswells.com  •  P.O.  Box  422  •  Bluffton,  IN  46714 


Enjoy  the  world 
of  silver  art. 
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Notes  from  Nancy’s  Mailbag. 


Larry  Pung  writes,  “Deputy  Doug  mentioned  an  enameled  IASBC  First  Convention 
bar,  and  that  you  two  have  never  seen  one.  I  can't  believe  my  luck.  This  bar  was 
included  in  Lou  Kretovic’s  collection  that  Alice  sold  me  several  years  ago.  This  1ASC  set 
included  all  the  early  bronze  and  silver  bars  and  rounds,  but  only  two  enameled  bars, 
one  being  from  the  first  convention.  I  have  it  in  my  safe  deposit  box.  I  remember  it  as 
either  being  red  or  brown  -  kind  of  dark.  I’m  color  blind. .  .1  found  about  it  (the  set) 
from  their  friend  Jan  Henke  and  he  set  up  the  deal  for  me  Sometimes  it’s  not  what  you 
know,  but  who  you  know!  It  feels  great  to  fall  into  a  rarity.  Thank  you,  Jan!” 

Also  on  this  subject,  I  emailed  Ed  Lantz  to  see  if  he  remembered  anything  about 
nameled  rounds  from  the  first  convention.  His  reply,  “Steve  had  them  enameled  for 
himself  (and  probably  others  who  were  interested).  The  vote  (of  the  Board)  was  for 
silver  only.  No  cancelled  or  enameled.” 

Anyone  can  send  a  bar  to  SilverTowne  for  enameling.  The  enameled  bar  shown  on  the 
over  of  the  5th  edition  should  not  have  been  used  because  this  was  not  an  ‘official’  issue  of 
the  club.  Back  at  that  time,  I  would  guess  that  Duane  Spellman  had  the  bars  sent  out  to 
his  friend  Leonard.  I  don  V  know  that  I  ever  knew  Leonard’s  last  name.  His  daughter  fane 
also  did  enameling  around  that  time  for  Northwest  Territorial  Mint. 

In  other  comments  from  Ed  Lantz,  he  says,  “Thanks  for  allowing  Donna  Leiber’s  letter. 
She  gives  everybody  a  lot  of  lood  for  thought.’’  Reminiscing  about  the  club  s  past,  he 
writes,  “We  had  a  humorous  speaker  from  UNLV  at  the  banquet  in  Las  Vegas  and  the 
White  Bengal  Tiger  in  Cincinnati.  We  also  had  separate  rooms  for  the  members  to  buy, 
sell  or  trade  items  during  the  convention.  I  would  also  like  to  see  a  Hall  of  Fame  for  the 
silver  hobby.  It  would  probably  have  to  be  a  cyber  hall  of  fame,  though.  I  thought  that 
Steve  Rood,  Duane  Spellman,  Archie  Kidd,  Judy  Drugan  and  Charlie  Diehl  should  be 
included.  These  former  members  were  all  instrumental  in  the  grow  th  of  the  hobby.  I 
know  there  are  others  but  you  have  to  start  somewhere.” 

Tony  Crouch  emailed,  “COLD  down  here  in  KY  this  year  so  far!  Just  thought  I  would 
drop  you  a  note  on  SAC.  We  are  now  running  monthly  contests  with  each  months’ 
winner  being  entered  into  the  grand  prize  draw  ing  of  an  Atlanta  Coca-Cola  75th 
anniversary  bar  in  original  packaging.  No  costs  involved,  as  always  everything  is  free  to 
use  and  participate  in.  Also,  we  are  up  to  over  1500  items  and  88  members  from  over  6 
countries.  We  welcome  everyone  to  visit  the  site  and  join  in  the  community. 

In  another  email  Tony  says.  I  appreciate  the  time  you  have  given  me  over  the  last  year, 
and  certainly  wash  you  the  best  in  any  decisions  you  make  in  the  future.  1  know  you 
have  been  a  vital  and  important  part  of  the  club  and  many  have  grown  to  depend  on 
you,  perhaps  too  much...  Tony  also  emails,  "Stephen  Kidd  has  offered  to  donate  a  5th 
edition  guide  book  to  the  winner  of  our  April  giveaway  at  the  SAC  forum." 

As  I  have  mentioned  in  every  Bugle  for  the  past  year+,  I  will  be  stepping  down  at  the  end 
of  20 1 4. 
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Silver  Art  Collector  is  an  online  collection 
manager  and  research  database  for  all  those  in 
the  silver  art  collecting  hobby.  It  is  free  to  use 
and  growing  daily.  We  have  a  forum  for 
community  discussion  and  invite  you  to  stop  by 
and  introduce  yourself.  Silver  Art  Collector  is 
designed  and  run  by  collectors,  for  collectors. 
We  are  members  of  IASAC  and  work  closely 
with  mint  owners,  collectors,  authors,  and 
others  in  the  hobby  to  grow  and  spread  the 
word  of  silver  art  collecting  to  the  internet. 


Come  by  and  check  us  out  and  create  a  free 
account  to  maintain  your  silver  art  collection, 
contribute  to  our  growing  research  database, 
and  join  in  the  fun  on  the  forums! 


WWW.SlI.VFKARTCOLLF-CTOK.COM 
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2014  Price  Prediction 

In  2013,  spot  silver  prices  crashed  nearly  36%  from  $30  per 
ounce  to  well  below  $20.  Unfortunately  similar  returns  are 
expected  for  those  of  us  who  think  of  our  collection  as  an 
investment.  Currently,  financial  analysts  expect  a  continued 
sluggish  drop  in  price. 

Canadian  Imperial  Bank  of  Commerce  estimates  silver  wall  be 
poised  around  $19.  Howrever,  Merrill  Lynch  predicts  an  early 
struggle  will  lead  to  a  $23  year-end  price  target. 

With  price  per  ounce  expectations  in  the  area  of  $19-$23, 
perhaps  2014  is  a  year  of  purchasing  opportunity  for  “Buy  and 
Hold”  investors,  passionate  collectors  and  fellow  IASAC 
members. 

High:  49.45  Low:  3.55  - 
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The  Price  of  Silver  Contest 

Submit  your  approximation  for  the  price  of  silver  at  close  of  business, 

August  30,  2014 


One  entry  per  member,  received  prior  to  August  15  deadline. 

Name  IASAC  No. 


Price  of  silver  /  ounce 


Mail  to: 

IASAC  Secretary-Treasurer  PO 
Box  75 

Tatamy,  PA  18085-0075 


IT 


W ould  you  like  to  be  a  Trustee? 

We  are  currently  taking  nominations  for  IASAC  Trustees.  If  you  are  a 
current  Trustee,  we  need  to  know  you’re  still  interested.  If  you’d  like 
to  run  tor  office,  or  know  someone  you’d  like  to  nominate,  please 
notify  our  Secretary-Treasurer  Joseph  Markulics  at  P.O.  Box  75, 

1  atamy  PA  18085-0075.  We  need  to  hear  from  you  no  later  than  May 
1,  2014.  The  next  term  for  Trustees  will  begin  at  the  2014  meeting  and 
runs  for  two  years.  Trustees  serve  on  various  committees  and  vote  for 
the  annual  club  designs  for  bars  and  rounds.  For  more  information, 
please  contact  Nancy  Yee  @ 

iasacnancyC’comcast.net  or  write  P.O.Box  28415,  Seattle  WA 


98118-8415. 

Thank  you  for  considering  this  possibility  to  serve  the  club. 


B. 


April  Mini  Auction 

ISIC-1V  Loveable  Pandas  (Large),  1973,  mintage  500.  Donated  by 
Dave  Davenport.  Minimum  Bid:  $40.00 

CAVU  Die.  Round  die  donated  by  Lowell  &  Tina  Logerwell.  Dated  1981, 
with  "The  Beauty  of  the  Sky,  The  Freeedom  of  Flight."  Small  aircraft 
depicted.  A  curiosity  for  your  collection.  Minimum  Bid:  $25.00 

USPS  bronze  Postal  Service  rounds,  donated  by  Randy  Guberman  and 
selectively  enameled  by  Ivan  L.  Rash.  Minimum  bid:  $1 5.00  Two  available. 


February  Mini  Auction  Results 

No  Bids  on  items  1,  3  &  4 

Prices  realized  for  items  2  &  5  are  $31.25  and  $30  respectively. 
Income  will  be  reported  in  the  June  issue  of  The  Silver  Bugle. 
We’ll  offer  the  other  three  items  again  this  month.  Bids  are  due  by 

May  5,  2014. 

Mail  to:  IASAC,  P.O.  Box  28415,  Seattle  WA  98118 


Please  mail  you  bids  to  IASAC,  P.O.  Box  28415,  Seattle  WA  98118-8415  no 
later  than  May  5th  2014.  A  minimal  amount  of  postage  will  be  added  on  all  lots. 
Thank  You! 
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River  City  Coins  &  Jewelry  LLC. 

Mike  Sprouse  -  Owner 

Member  ANA,  IASAC,MNS,TAMS 

713  Broadway  -  Cape  Girardeau,  MO  63701 
CaU:  S73-334-11Q8  rvrcoins@swbell.net 


Visit  us  on  the  web  or  our  retail  store  in  historic  Cape 
Girardeau,  Missouri  lor  a  huge  selection  of  coins, 
jewelry  and  art  bars! 


Our  showcases  and  online  stores  stock  rare  silver  art 
saved  from  the  melting  pots  that  would  be  a  welcome 
addition  to  any  collection! 


Open  since  1986  Mike  Sprouse  has  built  a 
reputation  for  honesty  and  fairness. 
Whether  buying  or  selling  a  single  art 
bar  or  a  lifetime  collection  call  Mike  for 
a  fair  and  accurate  bid. 

Shane  Sprouse  specializes  in  silver 
bullion,  fine  jewelry,  watches,  and 
electronic  sales.  We  are  especially 
interested  in  fine  silver  art,  items  of 
historical  significance,  and  rare  or 
unusual  tokens,  medals,  and 
exonumia. 


www.Jacebook.com 
/RiverCity  Coins 


http://w'ww. 

Rivercitycoins.com 


stores.ebay.com 

/numiscellaneous 


Top 

Rated  X. 
Plus 
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IASAC  Visits  the  MOON 


Round  Order  Form 


Introducing  IASAC-31  which  was  designed  by  club  member  Donna  Leiber  for 
this  year’s  meeting  in  the  Minneapolis  area,  when  IASAC  will  meet  at  the 
Minnesota  Organization  of  Numismatists  show  in  Brooklyn  Center.  Donna 
will  receive  the  first  strike  of  the  round,  numbered  000. 

Club  members  have  the  opportunity  to  own  one  too,  with  their  own  club 
number.  Please  note:  ORDERS  WILL  BE  ACCEPTED  UNTIL  JULY  1,  and 
then  we  will  cut  off  sales.  Order  promptly  and  support  your  club! 

No  trade-ins  year.  We  are  able  to  offer  this  year’s  round  at  a  lower  price  than 
the  2013  ingot. 


Name  IASAC  # 


Address 


City/State  ZIP+4 


Phone  #  Email  Address 

Quantity  Total 


Serial-numbered,  .999  fine  silver  round(s)  at  $37.50  each 
Enameled,  serial  #d  .999  fine  silver  round(s  )at  $57.50  each 
Antique  bronze  round(s),  no  serial  number  at  $6.00  each 
Postage  &  Insurance:  Add  $5  for  1  or  2  items;  $8  for 
3  or  4  items;  and  $  1 2  for  over  5  items 
I  will  pick  up  my  order  at  the  meeting.  No  postage  required 


GRAND  TOTAL 

MAIL  WITH  PAYMENT  TO:  IASAC,  P.O.  Box  28415,  Seattle  WA  981 18-8415. 


SALES  CLOSE  ON  JULY  1,  2014 


J 
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IASAC  Bars  &  Rounds  Update 
By  Nancy  Yee 


Doug  Jennings  has  posed  many  questions  regarding  the  club  rounds  and  bars  in 
his  last  several  columns.  I’m  going  to  try  to  answer  those  questions  here,  to  the 
best  ol  my  ability,  and  hope  1  make  it  before  my  aged  computer  dies. 

The  first  convention  bar  was  not  officially  enameled,  and  it’s  too  bad  it  was  used 
on  the  cover  of  the  guidebook.  It  appears  that  Steve  Rood  sent  bars  out  for 
enameling  lor  those  members  who  wanted  theirs  enameled.  My  best  guess  is 
that  Duane  Spellman’s  friend  Leonard  did  the  work.  I  never  knew  Leonard’s 
last  name  -  or  if  I  did,  it’s  long  forgotten.  His  daughter  Jane  also  learned  the 
trade,  and  was  working  for  Northwest  Territorial  Mint,  as  well  as  on  her  own,  in 
the  mid-late  80s  and  early  90s.  1  lost  track  of  her  years  ago. 

1  have  the  records  for  most  of  the  bars  and  rounds,  except  for  a  few  years  when 
Duane  Spellman  took  care  of  most  things.  There  was  a  period  of  several  years 
when  the  club  almost  bit  the  dust.  One  of  the  early  secretary-treasurers  didn’t 
keep  up  with  the  daily  work  and  many  members’  envelopes  were  left  unopened, 
checks  uncashed,  etc.  Duane  took  things  upon  himself  to  correct  the  problem; 
he  got  the  Bugle  out  and  kept  up  with  mail  until  the  new  slate  of  officers  took 
over  at  the  meeting  in  Denver.  1  hat’s  where  I  entered  the  picture.  I  remember 
long  conversations  with  Steve  Rood  who  had  decided  to  take  over  the 
presidency  and  he  talked  me  into  being  secretary-treasurer.  It  was  also  my  first 
in-person  meeting  with  Duane,  and  I’ll  never  lorget  hearing  Ken  Macombers’ 
voice  as  he  entered  the  hotel  lobby.  Without  seeing  his  face,  I  knew 
immediately  who  he  was  from  many  chats  on  the  phone. 

I  have  gone  over  the  records  once  more  with  a  fine-tooth  comb,  and  here  are 
the  most  accurate  numbers  I  can  offer: 

1ASAC-1  First  Convention:  Records  show  that  250  bars  were  ordered  with 
serial  numbers  from  001-200.  The  remainder  were  not  serial  numbered  and  the 
order  Irom  does  not  offer  any  variety  except  regular  silver.  A  total  of  8  bars 
were  melted.  There  is  also  a  note  in  the  records  indicating  a  wholesale  order  for 
100  bars. 

There  were  around  175  members  by  the  time  of  the  first  convention.  The  first 
125  were  Charter  Members.  By  the  time  of  the  second  meeting  in  Cincinnati 
there  were  over  220  members.  The  club  numbers  have  continued  numerically 
over  the  years,  so  that  now  we  are  over  #900. 

V _ _ _ J 
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Club  members  may  request  their  club  number  on  their  bar/ round;  hence  a  small 
mintage  might  still  have  a  high  numbered  bar  or  round.  For  Doug’s 
information,  #037  was  originally  held  by  Robert  Luce. 

IASAC-2  White  Bengal  Tiger.  The  order  form  shows  that  250  were  ordered  in 
silver.  Some  were  melted.  Records  indicate  that  149  silver  and  39  canceled 
orders  were  placed.  100  bronze  rounds  were  made. 

1ASAC-3  Statue  of  Liberty.  Designer  is  unknown.  Members  could  order  one 
canceled  bar  if  they  ordered  a  regular  silver  one.  Silver  bars  were  limited  to  two/ 
member.  Bronze  bars  were  also  limited  to  two/member.  Records  show  a  total 
of  91  silver  and  48  canceled  bars  were  sold.  50  Bronze  were  made. 

1ASAC-4  Hidy  &  Howdy.  This  was  designed  by  Duane  Spellman  to  coincide 
with  the  Calgary  Winter  Olympics.  Official  mintage  for  Hidy  &  Howdy  was  85 
pieces,  and  some  members  chose  to  have  theirs  sent  out  for  enameling  to 
Leonard.  Also,  the  design  contest  has  always  offered  artists  the  choice  of  a 
topical  theme  or  something  relating  to  the  host  city  for  the  convention.  Several 
of  these  earlier  bars  and  rounds  tended  to  focus  on  something  topical. 

No  bronzes  were  produced  from  1988  to  1991.  Bronzes  were  produced  in  small 
amounts  from  1992  to  1999  but  were  not  offered  for  sale.  They  were  used  as 
giveaways  to  members  who  attended  the  meetings  and  as  thank-you’s  for 
members  who  contributed  to  the  Bugle. 

IASAC-6  Yosemite  National  Park:  mintage  is  54  serial  numbered  and  41  non 
serial  numbered.  Apparently  the  number  for  the  serial  numbered  variety  was 
transposed  in  an  earlier  flyer. 

IASAC-7  Salute  to  the  Long  Beach  Coin  Show:  this  is  the  first  year  that  a 
separately  serial-numbered  variety  was  offered  for  enameled  bars.  Ten  were 
made. 

IASAC-10  Chattanooga’s  Lookout  Mountain:  Mintage  corrected  to  90  serial 
numbered,  22  non  serial  numbered  and  1 3enameled  &  separately  serial- 
numbered. 

1ASAC-29  Everything’s  )ust  Peachy  and  1ASAC-30  Portland  Convention: 

Final  mintages  for  these  two  club  issues  will  be  reported  next  year.  Whatever  is 
not  sold  by  June  30,  2015  will  be  melted,  except  for  enameled  pieces  which 
cannot  be  sent  to  the  melting  pot.  Please  place  your  orders  if  you’d  like  one/ 
both.  Initial  mintage  both  years  was  140  in  plain  silver. 

New  for  2014  is  1ASAC  -31  1ASAC  Visits  the  MOON  Show  in  Minneapolis. 
The  round  was  designed  by  club  member  Donna  Leiber,  who  will  receive  the 
first  strike  of  the  round,  numbered  000.  We  will  offer  this  round  for  sale  until 
July  1,  at  which  time  sales  will  be  cut  off.  If  you  snooze,  you  lose! 
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r“To  Clean  or  Not  to  Clean?  That  is  the  question...”^ 

By  Hamlet’s  cousin,  the  silver  art  collector 
(aka  Donna  Leiber,  IASAC  #908) 

Two  weeks  before  I  discovered  silver  arl  bars,  1  dabbled  ever  so  briefly  (and 
unwisely)  in  coin  collecting.  One  of  the  first  things  I  learned  was  that  cleaning 
a  coin  was  a  definite  no-no.  Only  under  certain  conditions  should  a  collectible 
with  numismatic  value  even  be  considered  for  cleaning  and  then  only  by  a 
professional  following  the  strictest  acceptable  methods.  (And  that  generally 
only  applied  to  proof  coins.) 

It  turns  out,  in  fact,  that  certain  toning  on  coins  is  actually  desired  and  in  some 
cases  can  add  value.  In  some  instances,  though,  it  seems  that  enhanced  value  - 
and  beauty  -  are  truly  in  the  eye  of  the  beholder. 

The  same  rules  do  not  seem  to  apply  to  the  world  of  silver  art  collecting,  for 
starters,  it  seems  to  be  largely  personal  preference  whether  an  item  should  be 
cleaned  or  not.  There  is  no  hard  and  fast  mandate  against  doing  it,  and  even 
the  folks  who  don’t  clean  their  own  bars  or  rounds  won’t  usually  state  that  it 
lessens  the  value.  They  just  seem  to  like  their  pieces  kept  in  their  natural 
conditions. 

Cleaning  is  not  just  a  free-for-all,  though.  Among  those  collectors  who  do 
clean,  of  course  there  is  a  set  of  guidelines  for  “proper”  cleaning,  and  anything 
else  could,  and  probably  would,  damage  the  item  and  therefore  take  away  most 
or  all  collectible  value.  It  could  be  argued  that  all  silver  art  is  collectible, 
though,  because  it’s  always  worth  its  silver  melt  value,  but  I’m  mostly  talking 
about  pieces  that  command  a  premium  over  spot  prices,  based  on  their  artistic 
appeal,  rarity,  theme,  history,  mint,  etc. 

So  what  constitutes  proper  cleaning?  Clearly,  it  does  not  include  anything  that 
would  damage  the  surface  of  the  item.  Anything  abrasive,  such  as  steel  wool  or 
sandpaper,  would  leave  scratches  and  should  be  lelt  out  in  the  workshop.  I  he 
same  goes  for  using  power  tools,  even  Dremels  with  bulling  lips.  1  he  pressure 
from  these  is  generally  too  much  for  the  delicate  surfaces. 

General  purpose  silver  polish,  such  as  what  might  be  used  during  the  holidays 
for  spiffing  up  the  heirloom  silverware,  doesn’t  work  too  well  on  our  little  art 
gems,  especially  those  with  higher  relief  sculpting.  Plus,  any  scrubbing  or 
rubbing,  however  gently,  runs  the  risk  of  adversely  affecting  the  exterior. 


V. 
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Solutions  used  for  dipping  tarnished  jewelry,  such  as  Tarn-X  or  E-Z-Est  work 
great  and  minimize  pressure  on  the  silver.  Many  collectors  use  these,  or 
something  similar,  and  report  that  this  method  is  fast,  easy,  and  thorough. 
Some  slight  drawbacks  are  that  the  fumes  from  the  chemicals  are  dangerous  for 
breathing  for  prolonged  times,  so  the  cleanings  should  be  done  with  proper 
ventilation  and/or  breathing  aids,  and  latex  gloves,  and  the  items  should  be 
washed  gently  in  soap  and  water,  then  rinsed  with  clear  water  immediately 
after  dipping.  The  setup  is  worth  it,  in  my  opinion,  because  each  bar  only  sits 
in  solution  for  a  few  seconds,  so  cleaning  is  quick,  and  the  results  are  stunning! 
Only  the  most  stubborn  toning  or  grime  requires  a  second  cleaning  and  the 
items  look  brand  new! 

In  order  to  minimize  water  spots  or  damage  from  harsh  minerals  in  local  water 
supplies,  some  collectors  use  distilled  water  for  the  final  rinsing  and  some 
forego  using  the  soapy  water  step  entirely. 

Others  have  reported  using  ultrasonic  or  ionic  jewelry  cleaning  devices  for 
their  silver.  These  often  use  no  harmful  chemicals  but  are  able  to  clean  by 
other  technologies.  Ultrasonic  cleaners  remove  greases,  grime  and  soil  from 
the  tiniest  and  deepest  recesses,  using  high  frequency  sound  waves  in  water. 
These  tiny  sound  waves  create  cavitation,  microscopic  bubbles  which  collapse 
into  themselves  around  the  silver  surfaces.  This  creates  a  vacuum  effect  which 
pulls  debris,  foreign  particles  and  other  contaminants  away.  Some 
manufacturers  suggest  that  ultrasonic  cleaning  is  16  times  more  effective  than 
manual  methods. 

Ionic  cleaners  are  said  to  give  cleaning  and  polishing  in  one  easy  step.  It  is  a 
form  of  electro  polishing  and  is  supposedly  the  method  used  for  cleaning  metal 
before  electroplating.  An  ionic  system  uses  polishing  agents  and  gentle  soap 
cleansers  to  remove  tarnish  and  dirt  with  a  safe  bubbling  action.  These 
bubbles  are  formed  by  the  carefully  controlled  electrical  current  that  passes 
through  the  metal,  reducing  surface  tension  of  dirt  and  floating  it  and  tarnish 
away  instantly. 

All  of  the  aforementioned  cleaning  methods  generally  take  about  the  same 
amount  of  time,  just  a  few  seconds  per  item,  and  most  can  handle  two  or  three 
pieces  at  the  same  time.  As  with  most  things,  “more”  is  not  better.  Using  these 
cleaners  for  more  than  the  recommended  times  is  not  wise  and  could 
potentially  damage  the  silver  if  used  to  the  extreme.  However,  initial  costs  are 
radically  different.  Acquiring  ultrasonic  or  ionic  equipment  can  be  expensive, 
with  home  units  starting  around  $70  and  reaching  several  hundred  dollars, 
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whereas  one  can  get  by  with  some  dipping  solutions  lor  quite  some  time  under 
$10.  I  he  more  expensive  methods  don't  require  special  room  preparation  like 
the  chemicals  do,  but  they  do  need  power  sources,  either  batteries  or  electrical 
connections,  so  there  are  pros  and  cons  to  each. 

Some  enthusiasts  don't  care  so  much  about  the  toning,  but  dirt  and  gunk 
bother  them.  They  like  to  take  a  simple  solution  of  watered  down  vinegar  and 
apply  it  gently  and  carefully  to  problem  areas.  Some  use  a  soft  cotton  swab, 
but  others  say  even  those  can  scratch  the  surlace.  Manv  just  use  industrial 
strength  cleaners  (e.g.,  MS70)  or  household  detergents  to  gentlv  clean  their 
silver.  These  don't  generally  affect  the  toning,  but  they  do  a  good  general 
cleaning.  This  appears  to  be  able  to  remove  most  types  of  residue,  but  for 
anything  that  is  especially  severe,  it  often  would  require  more  pressure  and 
handling  than  is  recommended. 

Alter  cleaning  and  rinsing  a  piece,  what  is  the  preferred  method  for  drying  it? 
This  seems  to  be  highly  subjective,  too,  but  some  just  let  the  pieces  air  drv 
while  others  use  gentle  blowing  on  the  bars  to  push  water  drops  off.  Many  use 
soft,  lint-tree  towels  or  high-quality  jeweler  cloths,  but  a  few  others  seem  to 
prefer  terrycloth  towels.  Again,  though,  whatever  process  is  used,  the  key 
points  to  remember  are  not  to  do  anything  that  would  scratch  the  surface,  but 
to  try  to  remove  anything  that  could  lead  to  a  water  spot  later. 

Most  people  agree  that  cleaning  silver  that  has  been  partially  enameled  should 
probably  not  be  risked  with  any  of  these  other  approaches,  though  some  have 
had  success  with  soap  and  water  or  by  dipping  a  gloved  finger  into  a  dip 
solution  and  then  applying  it  gently  to  the  silver  areas. 

So,  bottom  line,  should  you  clean  your  silver  art  bars  and  rounds?  1  say  that  il 
their  current  conditions  bug  you,  then  yes,  clean  them  (safely).  It  you  like 
them  the  way  they  are  or  don't  really  care  one  way  or  the  other,  then  don't 
even  bother.  It  won't  impact  you  and  the  next  guy  or  gal  down  the  line  who 
gets  them  can  make  the  decision  for  himself/herself  then. 

(Much  of  this  information  was  gathered  on  the  Internet  or  from  my  buddies 
over  in  the  silverartcollector.com  forums.  The  only  method  this  author  has 
actually  tried  has  been  using  E-Z-Est  for  dipping  and  the  results  have  been 
outstanding.  Each  collector  should  carefully  consider  various  techniques 
before  adopting  one  and  no  guarantees  are  being  made  here  about  any 
methods.) 


Recently  Released 
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Nick  Stram  Fit  2  Fight  Cancer 


Just  months  after  getting  married,  Nick  was 
diagnosed  with  Desmoplastic  Round  Cell 
Sarcoma  an  aggressive  form  of  cancer  that 
attacks  the  soft  tissue  of  the  abdomen, 
intestines,  liver,  spleen  and  spinal  cord. 
Provident  Metals  created  this  round  to  assist 
Nick  in  the  hard-fought  journey  ahead.  All  profit 
goes  directly  to  Nick  and  his  family 
Be  a  crucial  part  in  Nick's  future  with  a  $30.00 
investment  and  1  ounce  silver  piece  for  your  portfolio. 


http:// u>wu>. providentmetals.com,  Telephone  (877) 

429-8790 

Amagi  Metals  -  Fraudulent  Reserve  System 

The  isugwsifal'  jiascMtgt  ikfeteals  R-uiUwJ,. 

I  *»»&«  fc&g 

This  exquisite  conversation  piece  is 
available  individually  for  about  $24.00. 


http://amagimetals.com,  Telephone:  (800) 
882-8496 


L  1 


SilverTowne  L.P.  -  Retro  Prospector 


An  original  bar  design  brings  back  the 
traditional  SilverTowne  prospector  and 
mule  logo,  offered  currently  for  $24.00. 

A  few  additional  designs  have  been 
introduced  for  2014  and  are  currently 
available.  Most  are  offered  in  plain  or 
enameled  and  each  can  be  personalized  for 
thoughtful  gifts  or  personal  keep  sakes. 


V. 


http://silvertoirne.com,  Telephone:  (877) 
4  77-2646 


The  Funny  Bone 
By  Randy  Rush 

Araprosdokians....are  figures  of  speech  in  which  the  latter 
part  of  a  sentence  or  phrase  is  surprising  or  unexpected; 
frequently  humorous.  (Winston  Churchill  loved  them.) 
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YV  here  there  s  a  will,  1  want  to  he  in  it. 

The  last  tiling  ]  want  to  do  is  hurt  you,  but  it's  still  on  niv  list. 

Since  light  travels  taster  than  sound,  some  people  appear  bright  until  vou  hear 
them  speak. 

II  I  agreed  with  you,  we  d  both  be  wrong. 

Y\  e  never  really  grow  up,  we  only  learn  how  to  act  in  public. 

War  does  not  determine  who  is  right  -  only  who  is  left. 

Knowledge  is  knowing  a  tomato  is  a  truit.  Wisdom  is  not  putting  it  in  a  fruit 
salad. 

rile)1  begin  the  evening  news  with  "(iood  Evening,  then  proceed  to  tell  you 
why  d  isn't. 

I  o  steal  ideas  from  one  person  is  plagiarism.  To  steal  from  mam  is  research. 
Buses  stop  m  bus  stations.  Trains  stop  in  train  stations.  On  my  desk  is  a  work 
station. 

1  thought  I  wanted  a  career.  Turns  out  1  just  wanted  the  paycheck 
In  tilling  out  an  application,  where  it  says,  "In  case  of  emergence,  notifv:"  1 
put  TH M  TOR.' 

I  didu  t  say  it  was  your  fault,  1  said  I  was  blaming  you. 

Women  will  never  be  equal  to  men  until  they  can  walk  down  the  street  with  a 
bald  head  and  a  beer  gut,  and  still  think  they  are  sexy. 

Behind  every  successful  Ilian  is  Ins  woman.  Behind  the  fall  of  a  successful  mail 
is  usually  another  woman. 

A  clear  conscience  is  the  sign  of  a  fuzzy  memory. 

Y  ou  do  not  need  a  parachute  to  skydive.  Vou  only  need  a  parachute  to 
skydive  twice. 

Money  can't  buy  happiness,  but  it  sure  makes  miser}'  easier  to  lic  e  with. 
There's  a  fine  line  between  cuddling  and  holding  someone  down  so  the}’  can't 
gel  away. 

1  used  to  be  indecisive.  Now  I'm  not  so  sure. 

You’re  never  too  old  to  learn  something  stupid. 

To  be  sure  of  hitting  the  target,  shoot  first  and  call  whatever  you  hit  the  target. 
Nostalgia  isn't  what  it  used  to  be. 

*  liange  is  inevitable,  except  from  a  vending  machine. 

( ioing  to  church  doesn't  make  you  a  ( Tiristian  any  more  than  standing  in  a 
garage  makes  you  a  car. 

Where  there's  a  will,  there  are  relatives. 

I’m  supposed  to  respect  my  elders,  but  it's  getting  harder  and  harder  for  me  to 
find  one  now. 
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r  MY  2  CENTS  ABOUT  SILVER  BARS 

By  Chris  Geiner  #718 

The  Future  of  Art  Bars?  i  know  it's  been  talked  about  numerous  times,  about 
people  only  wanting  to  pay  spot  for  an  art  bar,  but  I  wanted  to  elaborate  on  it 
and  the  effects  it  causes. 

As  you  know,  I  started  producing  bars  in  2012  because  I  wanted  to  bring  back 
interest  in  the  hobby  and  it's  something  I  have  a  passion  for.  I  wanted  to  bring 
that  vintage  look  to  the  bars,  which  hasn't  been  done  in  many  years.  Most 
issues  out  there  now  are  in  extremely  high  mintage  and  are  usually  rounds, 
holiday- themed  or  lunar-themed.  1  wanted  my  bars  to  have  that  vintage  look 
but  still  be  somewhat  different  and  my  own  vision  of  what  I  wanted  to  see  on  an 
art  bar.  1  enjoy  producing  art  bars  and  never  would  have  thought  it  would  have 
been  possible.  1  have  learned  that  one  also  must  be  able  to  handle  criticism  as  I 
figured  out  right  away.  That  old  subject  keeps  popping  up  in  conversation. 
"Why  such  premiums  -  when  silver  is  such  and  such  a  price?”  Well,  these  aren't 
plain  silver  bars.  These  are  collector  bars  with  premium  value  and  nice  art  work 
with  limited  mintages.  Buying  silver  for  close  to  spot  is  for  high  mintage  silver 
such  as  silver  eagles,  maple  leafs  and  bullion  bars.  This  thought  process  is  what 
is  destroying  the  art  bar  hobby.  It  starts  with  the  coin  shops.  Collectors  know 
that  they  can  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  go  to  coin  shops  and  pick  up 
art  bars  for  a  few  dollars  over  spot  because  the  dealers  don't  know  the  collector 
value  or  simply  don't  care.  They  don't  want  to  mess  with  them,  so  the  art  bars 
most  likely  get  melted.  It  they  took  notice  to  the  values  then  people  couldn't  say 
that  they  can  buy  them  for  a  little  over  spot  anymore.  Then  collectors  would  be 
forced  to  pay  the  premiums.  I  have  noticed  some  dealers  noticing  the  value 
because  I  see  coin  shops  listing  on  Ebay  now,  so  I  think  that's  a  good  thing. 
Everyone  1  have  talked  to  says  art  bars  are  drying  up  at  coin  shops.  Now  I'm  not 
saying  that  1  never  minded  getting  bars  at  coin  shops  for  a  little  over  spot 
taa&HMr  1  Jusacfic  luatrdw*  naans  to  ibarths*  KMlaatara  iuskh  riipstiass!  omtasai 
paying  the  premiums.  This  is  what's  hurting  the  hobby  for  future  producers 
because  they  will  not  want  to  mint  bars  if  they  don't  have  the  customers.  This  is 
an  expensive  hobby  and  you  only  should  collect  if  you  can  afford  to.  Those  who 
complain  about  the  premiums  don't  know  1  get  the  last  laugh.  Not  only  is  it  an 
interesting  hobby,  but  a  great  investment.  I  am  a  collector  first  and  foremost, 
but  it  also  has  been  a  great  investment  for  me.  It’s  all  about  knowing  what  to 
pay.  II  silver  drops,  you  have  the  art  bar  to  fall  back  on.  The  same  can't  be  said 
for  American  Eagles  because  thev  are  only  worth  slightly  over  silver  and  there  is 
no  cushion  it  silver  drops. 
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Time  to  Think  Real 
By  Randy  Guberman  #540 

A  quarter  century  has  passed  and  art  bars  are  becoming  scarcer  by  the  day.  Unlike  the 
U.S.  Mint,  where  billions  of  coins  are  mass  produced  each  year,  the  collections  of  art 
bars  really  bring  bragging  rights. 

Many  art  bars  were  made  in  small  quantities!  That  was  to  increase  their  value.  A 
mintage  of  10,000  should  not  be  super  rare  and  reflect  a  price  accordingly.  A  mintage 
of  500,  400,  300,  200  or  less  should  bring  museum  prices.  What  do  you  own  that 
would  be  priceless  to  you,  but  a  great  find  tor  the  right  price  to  a  real  collector? 
You  can  be  a  collector  with  only  one  art  bar  or  round.  The  days  of  $30  to  $50  for  a  low 
mintage  rarity  -  a  museum  piece  -  are  over. 

It’s  not  a  scam  to  ask  $100  to  $1,000  for  that  museum  piece.  It’s  time  to  think  real! 
May  your  purchases  be  many  and  your  mistakes  be  few! 


NEW  ISSUES 

CMG  Mint's  'The  Root  of  All  Evil'  (round,  pictured  in 
the  February  issue)  is  now  available  and  ready  to  ship. 

New  issues  coming  soon  include 
’Father’s  Day  Beauty’  which  will  be 
available  June  1  -  Prices  on  this  one  to 
be  announced. 

Also  coming  soon  is  ‘The  Machine,’  second  in  the  Economic  Crisis  Series  (‘Fuel 
Inflation'  was  the  first).  This  one  will  be  ready  for  delivery  in  either  May  or  July. 
Prices  will  be  $50  plain  silver,  $100  for  a  plain  &  enameled  set,  and  $55  for  gold- 
plated  silver. 


For  more  information,  contact  Chris 
Geiner  at  goldnugget86(®aol.com  or 
phone  419*279-3282.  You  can  also 
write  him  at  840  S.  Erie  St.,  Toledo  OH 
43609. 
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I  AS  AC  STORE 


••‘ig  IASA?C 

■  asm** 


This  listing  is  for  current  items  on  hand.  There  is  a  limit  of  one/member  for  any  variety 
except  the  2012  round  &  2013  ingot.  All  orders  subject  to  prior  sale. 

If  you  are  interested  in  selling  your  bars/rounds  back  to  the  club,  please  email 
iasacnancvucomcast.net  or  write  to  the  address  at  the  bottom  of  this  page. 
Thanks  for  supporting  1ASAC! 


1ASAC-12B 

19%  -1  Ith  Annual  Roundup/Dallas/Ft  Worth 

$12 

(round)  1  Bronze,  no  serial  # 

IASAC-I3B 

1997  Seattle  Postcard  (bar) 

Antique  Bronze,  no  serial  # 

$12 

IASAC-16B 

2000  Sacramento  or  Bust  (round) 

1  Antique  Bronze  postal  cover,  no  serial  # 

$12 

1ASAC-17B 

2001  Mt.  Vernon/  VA  Convention  (bur) 

Antique  Bronze,  no  serial  # 

$12 

1ASAC-20 

2004  Dalton  Convention 

2  Antique  Bronze;  no  serial  # 

$12  each 

IASAC-21B 

St  Louis  Convention  (bar) 

2  Antique  Bronze,  no  serial  # 

$  1 0  each 

IASAC-22B 

Tucson  A Z  Convention  (round) 

Antique  Bronze,  no  serial  # 

$12 

IASAC-23 

2007  Indianapolis  Race  Car  Ibar) 

Antique  Bronze,  no  serial  # 

$7  each 

IASAC-24 

2008  Baltimore  Crab  Cake  (round) 

Antique  Bronze  no  serial  # 

$8  each 

1ASAC-25 

2009  Los  Angeles  Convention  (bar) 

Antique  Bronze  no  serial  # 

$8  each 

IASAC-28 

201 1  Chicago  Convention  (bar) 

Antique  Bronze  no  serial  # 

$7  each 

IASAC-29 

Even  thing's  Just  Peachy  (round),  2012  Convention 

999  fine  silver,  serial  #d 

$50  each 

999  fine  silver,  enameled,  serial  #d 

$65  each 

Serial  #d  sets,  silver  &  enameled  $110 

Antique  Bronze  no  serial  tt 

$6  each 

IASAC-30 

2013  Portland  Beaver  (ingot) 

999  fine  silver,  serial  #d 

$45  each 

999  fine  silver,  enameled,  serial  #d 

$65  each 

Serial  #d  sets,  silver  &  enameled 

$100 

Antique  Bronze,  no  serial  # 

$6  each 

IAS  AC 

Bottle  Cap  Key  Chain,  free.  you  pay  postage 

$1  each 

1ASAC 

BottI  Magnet,  ltd  edition  of  50.  postpaid 

$5  each 

1ASAC 

Ten-year  pin.  enameled,  postpaid 

$10  each 

IASAC 

T-shirts,  roval  blue,  sizes  S-M-L,  postpaid 

$15  each 

Please  add  S5  postage  &  insurance  for  one  or  two  items/$6  for  three  or 

^  more.  Mail  to:  IASAC,  P.O.  Box  2X415,  Seattle  \\  A  981 18-8415. 
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Renewal  Reminder 


There  is  still  time!  The  IASAC  would  greatly 
appreciate  your  consideration  and  continued  support 
for  an  additional  year. 


002  Enderson 

67S  Duckwall 

882  Surges 

Oil  Chew 

686  Phillips 

885  Donovan 

032  Allen 

704  Comer 

886  Scianna 

059  Album 

715  Wawrzynowicz 

887  Garvin 

062  Ruggero 

719  Spicuzza 

888  Ellis 

097  Dvkas 

720  Lewis 

889  Ford 

101  Finner 

738  Burns 

890  Yarbrough 

106  Majesky 

766  Nivins 

892  Compton 

ISO  McCulloch 

779  Comeau 

893  Woodard 

325  Wilson 

810  Crouthamel 

895  Spell 

348  Olson 

816  Laschiazza 

896  Smith 

365  Ellis 

827  Moriarty 

897  Longtime 

41 1  Mac  Lean 

831  Lesher 

898  Headley 

415  Charters 

834  Enderson 

899  Rhonde 

431  Potter 

841  Altvater 

900  Forman 

539  Robinson 

845  Karlsen 

901  Triscari 

548  Lorenzo 

851  Wade 

902  Allen 

565  Brumbelow 

852  Colin 

904  Baczek 

567  Mock 

857  Kuritzky 

905  Silver 

578  Armvine 

860  Schultz 

906  Friend 

582  Singleton 

861  Frank 

907  Brokaw 

610  Arthur 

869  Lower}' 

909  Markland 

61 1  Carr 

881  Britt 

91 1  Everman 

Your  one  FREE  25-word  classified  ad  is  always  available  in  a  next  issue  <>l 


The  Silver  Bugle.  redeemable  at  anytime  throughout  t  lie  year. 
The  next  deadline Jor  advertisements  is  Mu)  10.  2014. 


Here  is  my  FREE  25-word  classified  ad 
Please  include  a  contact  number  and  email  address. 


Name 

IASAC  # 

Email 

Phone 

Send  all  advertisements  to  the  Editor 
PO  Box  28415  Seattle.  WA  98118-8415 


Membership  Renewal 


1  would  like  to  continue  supporting  the 

International  Association  of  Silver  Art  Collectors 

Enclosed  is  a  personal  check  or  money  order  made  payable  to 
IASAC.  If  requesting  a  new  membership  card,  please  enclose  a 
self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  with  your  check/ money  order. 

Dues  Annual  Rate  S15  Domestic.  $20  International  -  1S1  Junior  age  1 7  &  under 


Xante 


IASAC  Xo. 


Xo.  Years 


x  $ 


Dues 


Total 


Mail  Renewal  Payments  to: 
IASAt '  Secretary-Treasurer 
PO  Box  75 

Tatamy.  PA  1K085-00T5 
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Classified  Ads 

NEW  PRICES!  New  set  ot  5th  &  6th  edition  guidebooks,  sold  as  a  set 
only  tor  $1/5.  I  &  S  Silver  5-piece  Dragon  set,  includes  silver,  enameled 
silver,  gold-plated  silver,  bronze  and  copper  enameled  for  $240. 
MOTA-6  lack  Benny  (mintage  of  175)  for  $140.  HY-8  Hunchback  of 
Notre  Dame  (mintage  ot  200)  for  $140.  Call  Randy  ( Hibernian  at 
314-422-8971 


WANTED:  TM-9  and  TM-9C,  USA-BC  Literary  Award.  MAD- 1 1  SEN  lack 
ot  Diamonds;  MAD1 16EN  Joker  (these  may  or  mav  not  have  a  bezel); 
IASAC-1EN,  IASAC-6EN,  IASAC  bronzes  2,3, 8,9.  Money  is  no  object! 
(almost!!) 

Doug  Jennings,  34-279-1728  or  email  done  ienningsi.rhotmail.com. 


DUCKWALL  BRAND  (SM-43)  made  in  1989  by  The  Silver  Mine  for 
Silversword  Productions.  A  small  number  of  these  rare  bars  have  come  back 
onto  the  market.  $125  each  ppd.  Make  checks  payable  to  Nancy  Yee,  I’.O.  Box 
28415,  Seattle  WA  981 18-8415.  Email;  iasacnaneve  <comcasi.net. 


BIRTHDAY  ALOHA  ingots  from  Silversword  Productions.  $50  each  or  $60 
for  a  silver  &  bronze  set.  Postpaid.  Make  checks  payable  to  Nancy  Yee,  P.O. 
Box  28415,  Seattle  WA  98118-8415.  Mahalo! 


COLLECTIBLE  \  1NTAGE  BOOKS:  1975  USSC  catalog  ot  issues  with 
checklist.  Rare.  Lists  141  art  bars  and  several  rounds.  Also,  1993  updated 
Guide  Book  ot  Silver  Art  Bars,  limited  edition  ot  500  serial  numbered  catalogs. 
$35  each,  postpaid.  Nancy  Yee,  P.O.  Box  28415,  Seattle  WA  981 18-8415. 


OPEN  SOON  on  the  web  randlsilverstore.com.  Buv  new  silver  art  bars  and 
rounds  at  great  prices,  check  us  out  please!  Ralph  Steffen  -046 


ADVERTISING  DEADLINE  tor  the  next  issue  of  The  Silver  Hu^le  is  May  10, 
2014.  Be  sure  to  include  BOTH  an  email  address  and  street  address  or  phone 
number.  Thanks.  Your  first  25-word  ad  is  free  with  on-time  renewal.  Email: 
iasacnancvt.i'comcasi.net  or  mail  to  P.O.  Box  28415,  Seattle  WA  981 18-8415. 


LOOKING  FOR  WORLD  HOCKEY  Association  (WHA)  silver  bars 
( iLM-28  thru  40,  and  any  WHA  team  silver  bars  NOT  LISTED  in  Archie 
Kidd's  book.  Email  me  at  hansnauw  shaw.ca  or  phone  me  at  ~8ti-453- 1480. 
I  hanks.  Hans  Nagowski  #917. 
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International  Association  of  Silver  Art  Collectors 


The  International  Association  ot  Silver  Art  ( Collectors  (1ASA(  C),  established  in  1985,  is 
dedicated  to  the  silver  round  and  art  bar  hobbyist,  collector,  dealer  and  producer.  All  persons 
interested  in  this  unique  hobby  are  invited  to  join.  The  club  regularly  publishes  its  newsletter. 
The  Silver  Ragle,"  providing  some  ot  the  most  interesting  reading  tor  you,  the  member.  Not 
only  do  you  receive  advanced  not  ice  of  new  rounds  and  bars,  you  may  also  take  advantage  ot 
specials  ottered  by  the  many  IASA(  C  member-dealers.  We  also  produce  limited  edition  silver 
bars  and  rounds  lor  our  members,  and  feature  special  contests  for  prizes.  Isn’t  it  time  tor  you 
U  >  take  advantage  i  if  the  benefits  available  as  a  member  i it  IASAt C? 

Yes,  I  w<  mid  like  t<  i  i>  tin  the  largest  Silver  Art  ( Club  in  the  w<  irld. 

Please  enn  ill  me  as  a  member » if  1 ASAC  C. 

Please  Print 


NAME: _ 

ADI  )RESS: _ 

c  CITY/ST ATE/ZIP+-I: _ 

CXCCtTATlON: _ 

_  DATE 


TELEPHONE:  (  ) 

SHiNATLTcE: _ 


REFERRED  BY: 


E\L\IL: 


May  we  publish  your  email?  Yes  No 


Junior  members,  age  17  and  younger  are  also  welcomed,  with  permission  ot  their  parent  or 
guardian.  I  unit  ir  members  d<  i  n<  it  have  v<  iting  rights,  and  dues  are  halt  that  i  if  regular  members. 


Parent/(  iitardian  Signature: _ 

I  I  Mail  to:  IASACC  Secretary-Treasurer,  P-O.  Box  75,  Tatamy  PA  18085-0075 


By  accepting  membership  m  lASAi  C,  I  agree  to  abide  by  the  Brim  s  ot  the  dub  and  to  act  with 
integrity  in  all  business  transactions. 


Dues  are  $20  tor  tlie  first  year,  renewals  are  $1 5/vear.  International  rates  are  $30  lot  the  first  war, 
renewals  are  $211/ war  Uinior  memberships/ renewals,  domestic  or  foreign,  are  halt  the  posted  rates 


J 


